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Returne from the Parliament of 


ENGLAND, 


To the Commiſlioners of the (7enerall 
eAſfſembly of the Church of 
SCOT LA ND. 


Commons in Parlia- 
6) 4 : 

Z—Al ment aſſembled , ha- 

WED x £21] ving with much con- 

'L nA C | Fes: fentment peruſed the 

AER Brotherly and Chri- 

ſtian Anſwer which 

71| the Generall Aﬀ/em- 

4 (| bly of the Church of 

ibs Scotland have made 

unto the Declaration 

WS PIC QUE TCYWOPfN formerly ſent unto 

RS A. them from us , and 

finding therem great expretnons ot love to this Church 

and Kingdome , and of pradence and faithfulneſle in 

propounding thoſethings which may conCu-e toamore 


cloſe and firme Union of the two Churches and Na- 
A 2 ons 


(2) 

tions of Englandand Scotland, in preſerving and main- 
raining the Truth and Purity of the Reformed Religi- 
on, not onely againſt Poperie, but againſt all other ſu- 
perſtitious Sets and Innovations 'whatſoever , Have 
thereupon reſumed into our conſiderations and care, the 
matters concerning the Reformation of Church-go- 
vernment and Diſcipline , which we have often had in 
conlultation and debare, fince the beginning ot this Par- 
[1ament , and ever made it our chieteſt aime,though wee 
have been frequently interrupted, and powertully oppo- 
{cd in the profequution and accompliſhinent of it. 

And however wee continue {tll in the ſtarme and 
conflict, finding -{mall abatement of diffticultie , and 
much increaſe ot malignitie and perverſnefle, in the op- 
polition wherewith this great and neceflary Worke of 
Retormation.is encountred, yet wee heartily thanke 
God, and rejoyce with our Brethren of Scotland, tor the 
Peace , Libertie , and Preſervation which God hath 
afloorded them,taking it as a Pledge and Earneſt of the 
like mercy intended to us, in his good time; and hoping 
that he will not onely free us from the moſt grievous 
and d:{ſtrutive mileries and calamities of a Civil 
Warre , but graciouſly perte& our deſires and endea- 
vours of a full Reformation in all matters appertaining 
to Religion: Which,as it 1s the greateſt honour and ſer- 
vice Which God receives'from his People; fo wee ac- 
knowledge , with our Brethren , that it is the fureſt 
Foundation of Glory,Strength, and Happinetle, which 
he be!towes upon any Nation. 

The manifold obſtriions and impediments which 
we have met with in {eeking this great Bleſſing,doe give 
to us and all Gods People , great cauſe of gricie , and 
workes in us an earneſt longing for the removall of 

them. 
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them. Yet knowing that all the wonderfull: works. of 
God in this kinde, have been: brought to perte&tion 
through many oppolitions, and ſeeming impoſhbilities, 
that ſo the Concluſion might be more glorious. to his 
Divine Majeſtie, and comfortable to his Children, we 
cannot bur in humilitie and {ubmifiion expect the like 
iſſue of our wraſtling and ſtriying with that fierce 2nd 
peremptory oppolition which hath beene framed and 
acted againſt us by the moſt ſubtle and bufie Engins of 
Sathan, the moſt peſtilent Incendiaries among us, the 
Jeſuirs from abroad, a virulent and diſcontentecl partie 
ar home, conſiſting of the Prelaricall Clergic , Arheiſti- 
call Projectors againſt Religion , profane and ſenſuall 
(clf-lovers, heightned and inflamed againſt us with a 
{pirit of malignitie , beyond the example of former 
times, wherein we have had manifold occaſionsto diſ- 
cerne both ourown weakneſſe and imperfe&ions, and 
the divine mercy and goodnelle , and to hope that God 
having upheld us {0 long beyond our own ſtrength and 
merit, will bring us through act Jaſt, ro thefull accom- 
pliſhment of his owne praiſe, -and of the joy of this 

and other Churches. C2 
We acknowledge it an Ad of Love to us, and of 
witedome tor the good of both Churches , for 
which wee are thankrull both to God ani them, 
That our Brethren of Scotland have beſtowed their {e- 
r10us thoughts and earneſt deſires for Unity of Reli- 
gion, that in all His Majeſties Dominions there might 
be one Confeſſion of Faith , one Dire&orie- of Wor-. 
Ip , one publick Catechiſme , and one forme, of 
Church-government. And although ir will hardly be 
obtained punctually and exactly , unleſſe ſome way 
might be tound of .a mutualil Communication and 
A-3 Conjun&ion 
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Katy 

Conjundtion of Cotmcell , and debate in'framing that 
one forme ; yet both intending rhe ſame end , pro- 
ceeding by the ſame Rule of Gods World, and guided 
by the ſame Spirit , we hope by Gods Aﬀiſtince tg 
be ſo direted , that we may caſt our whatſoever is 
offenfiveto God , —_— Efpledfing ws any neigh- 
hurch ar avree with our Brethren 
tiall parts' of DoQrine , Worſhip , and Diſcipline, 
that both wee and they may enjoy thoſe Aqvanta- 
ges and Conveniences which are mentioned by them in 
this their Anſwer , inthe more ſtrict. Union of both 
Kingdomes , more ſate , caſte, and comfortable Go- 
vetnment of His Majeſtie', and both ro Himſelfand 
people a more free Communion in all holy Exerci- 
ſes and Duries of Worſhip , more conſtant ſecurity of 
Religion , againſt the bloudy pratices of Papiſts and 
deceitfull Errors of other SeRaries.and more profitable 
uſe-of the Minifterie : For the compaſling and atraming 
whereof we intend ro uſe the labour and advice of an 
Aſſembly of godly and learned Divines ; forthe con- 
veening of whom , a Bill hath already paft both Hon- 
ſes, which had taken effe& lons ſince, if we conld have 
obtained His Majeſties Royall Aſſent thereto. All 
which conſidered, we acknowledge the fairhfull and 
atfetionare exprefſions of our Brethren im wiſhing and 
deſiring this great Afyantage tor us , doe fully de- 
ſerve thofe thanks which 'we have formerly expreſſed, 
and no whit ftand in need of that Apologie which they 

are pteaſed ro make. 
The maine cauſe. which hitherto hath deprived us of 
theſe and other grea Advantages , which weemight 


have by a more ctoſe Union ' , with the Church of 
Scotland, 


RR. 
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Scorlandiand other reformed Churches, is tha Govern+ 
ment by Biſhops , which ro ſtrengrhen it ſelf.., hath 
produced many other differences in Diſcipline and Ce- 
remonies betwixt.them and us , and 1s apt to worke 1n 
the Minds of thoſe 'who are the Approvers and Deten- 
ders of it, ſuch a diſ-eſteeme of,and oppoſition to thaſe 
Churches,as makes us deſperate of that moſt beneficiall 
and defirgble conjunRion with them , untill this great 
impediment be removed : Whereupon we. have en- 
tred into a ſerious eonfideration what good we have re- 
ceived from Government by Bithops , which may 
countervaile ſuch a lofle and inconvenience , and we are 
to far from apprehending any ſatisfaction herein , thar 
we plainely perceive it a cauſe of many other Calami- 
ties , Dangers , and intolerable Burthens , being.a 
diſlſtnour ro-God by arrogating to themſelves a Prehe- 
minencie and Power which he hatly not given , by pro- 
phaning the-puritieof his Ordinances with the mixture 
of thei? owne injunRtions; by withſtanding the frequent 
and powerfull preaching of the Goſpel , that fo their 
uſurped Authority might receive more caſte admittance 
into the ignorant and miſ-guided Conſciences of men; 
by corrupting the Miniſtery with Pride , Ambition, 
Coveteouſnefſe, Idlenefle , and Luxurie , by ſup- 
preſſing the ſpirituall power and efficacy of Religion, 
and turningit into Formulity. and Pomp!s by inclinng 
to Poperie,the principles thereof being futable ro this 
Government ,” and contrary to: thole principles which 
were the firſt Grounds of Reformation. We likewile 
finde it moſt pernicioustothe CivillStateand Com- 
mon-wezlch , In thae the Biſhops have ever been for- 
ward to infuſe into our Kings fich Tenents and Paſitt- 


ons as are contrary tothe fundamentall Lawes ot the 
King- 


(6) 
Kingdome', -andto introduce Tyranny and an Arbi- 
trary Power-over the Lives, Liberties,, andProper- 
ties of the Subject , and thatthey have been' forward 
co incite the King againſt His People, and by torce of 
Armes to.conſtraine them to ſubmit to ſuch an Arbi- 
rrary Government , and by unlawfull contribution of 
Money to aſſiſt His Majeſtie in making Warre upon 
His Subjects : whereof thereare many Evidences both 
in thoſe preparations , which not long {ince were made 
ro: invade Scotland , And in the Warre now raiſed 
again{t the Parhament and Kingdome of England: And 
yet they have ſhewed themſelves ſo ambitious of So- 
veraignty, that they forbeare not to maintaine in Ser- 
mons and printed Books, that the Kings Scepter ought 
to ſubmit to Aarons Rod, and the Mitre to be above 
the Sword . which argueth in them an ;Antichrifian 
Spirit,to exalt themſelves above all that is called God : 
And a defigne ( when:they have brought the King- 
dome to be diſpoſed at his pleaſure ) to ſubject His 
Majeſtie to their owne prong =p cenſures , that ſo 
themſelves may triumph in the bondage and ſlavery 
both of King and people. 

Upon all which and many other Reaſons wee doe 
declare, that this Government by Arch-Biſhops , Bi- 
thops , their Chancellors , and Commiſlaries, 
Deanes , Deanes and Chapters , Arch: Peacons and 
other Ecclefiaſticall' O fhicers ,- depending upon the 
 Hierarchie, 1s evill,and juſtly offenſive and burdenſome 

ro. the Kingdome'z: a great umpediment'to the Re- 
formation and :rowthol Religion ; very prejudiciall 
to the Civill State and Government of this Kingdome; 
And that we are reſolved that the ſame ſhall be taken 


away. And according to. our former Declaration of 
the 


(7) 
the ſeventh of February, Our purpoſe is to conſult with 
odly and learned Divines , that ſo wee may nor one- 
F remove this, but likewiſe ſettle ſuch a Government as 
may be moſt agreeable to Gods holy Word , moſt apt 
ro procure and conſerve the Peace of the Church ar 
home , and a happy Union with the Church of 
Scotland , and other reformed Churches abroade , and 
co eſtabliſh the ſame by a Law which we intend to frame 
for that purpoſc, to be preſented to His Majeſty for His 
Royall Aſſent: And in the mean time humbly to be- 
ſeech His Majeſtie,thart a Bill forthe Aſſembly may be 
paſſed in time convenient for the fifth of November 
next , the miferable eſtate of the Church and King- 
dome not being able to-endure any longer delay. | 
This berng the refolmion of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment , wedoe deſire our Brethren of Scotland to con- 
curre with us 1n petitioning His Majeſty that His Roy- 
all Authority may be applied tothe better Conſervation 
of a firme Unity between the two Kingdomes. And 
that they likewiſe will think good to ſend to the 
ſame Aſſembly ſome godly and learned Divines of 
that Church , whereby an Uniformity in forme of 
Church-government may be obtained , And thereb 
a more eatte paſſage made to the ſettling of one Confe\- 
Goh of Faith , one Lyturgie,or Directory of Publick 
Worſhip, and one Catechiſme in all the three King- 


domes; 'which we hope through Gods bleſſing will 
have ſuch an effe& 1n all His Majeſties Dominions, as 


will much advance the Honour and Service of God, 
enlarge the Greatneſſe , Power and Glory of the King, 
confirme the peace , ſecurity and proſperity of all 
his good Subjects , make way to the relief and de- 
liverance of the poore afflicted Churches _— 
B an 


'+ C8) 
and/to the torall aboliſhing of the Uſurpation and 
'Tyranny;/-of Rome, being the | prime Gauſs and 
Fountaine of all ' the Miſeries and- Calamities ,- the 
+. bloudy-” Maſflacres , out-ragious/ 'Cruelties ,, 
+; 1-11). and bitter Perſecations - of Gods | 


' 12117.) People vinallthe Chriſtian + - © b 
DNS 9b " World for many” | | 
| Ages. | 
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John Browne - 


(ler. Parliament. 
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- Rerurne from the Parliament of 
44 1:8 M0G LA ND, 
To-the Lords of Privies | Councell 
+. of the Kingdome of 


SCOTLAND. 


Em tHe Lords and Commons in Parhia- 

Rs 2>02/ ment , have with .approbation and 

eng, thanks received! from che Commul- 

We 'foners ofthe Kingdome: of Scotland, 

Jo \-W & cleare manifeſtation of the reſpect 

244 which the Lords of His Majeſtics Se- 
't...,,\.. -- eret Councell: for that Realme ,. doe 
beaxe tg the Welfare and Peace of this Kingdome , in 
the expreſſion of their Aﬀections, wherewith they were 
pexie to ſerond the deſires of the Generall Afſem- 
ly of that Church, for Unitie in Religion , and Uni- 
formaitie in Church-government in His Majeſties three 
Kingdomes. And having often had that matter in de- 
bate,, and our moſt ſerious conſideration , the Chri- 
ſian Advice: of that reverend' Afſembly , and the 
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(12) 
grave Counſell of that Honourable Table , concur- 
rmg with our owne Judgement , and Experience of 
the manifold miſchiefs and diitrations, whichthe'Ge-« 
vernment of the Prelacie ofthis Kingdome © hath in 
-all Times and Ages produced in this Church and 
State, Have moved us to bring our Reſolution to a 
more ſpeedy maturity and concluſion : . wherein, as 
wee have ſatisfied onr owne Reaſon, ſo wee hope wee 
ſhall ſarisfie rhe loving and Chriſtian deſires of our 
Brethren of . Scotlaud , Although wee -know, , that 
hereby 'wee ſhall exceedingly irritate .that oppoſite 
and malignagt Party , who will- bend all their In- 
vention and Force to interrypt this Worke ., and. to 
ruing\and: deſtroy us iin the under-taking 'ot it. \'And 
wee deſire their Lordſhips:to conſider , That the 
Party which hath now incenſed and armed His Ma- 
jeſty againſt us ,.and his other faithfull SubjeRs in 
this Kingdome , is the ſame, which not long ſince 
upon the very ſame deligne of rooting out the Re2 
formed Religion, did/ endeavour to begin,that' Tra- 
gedie in Scotland:' which, whenſoever it ſhall 'be. per= 
fected in either Nation, will eafily' be SLocolithed 
in the other ; Religion being the Band and Founda- 
tion of the Safety. and Happinefle of both. _ _ . -- 

And as wee reſolve according to the Nationall 
Covenant berwixt the two Kingdomes ,"to be care- 
tull of the Peace of Scotland ,: as of our owne ; So' 
wee doubr not bur their Lordſhips , -and the Nation, 
of ' Scotland: will be' carefull to expreſle their brother- 
ly kindnefle to us, and»prudent care of -rhemſelves, 
by reſtraining the evill afte&ted' amongſt them |, that 
they 'may not foment our Troubles ; and by all 0- 
ther 'wayes, according to the: Articles ratified in the- 


*.- 


Parlia- 
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wy (13) 
Parliaments of both Kingdomes , to maintaine the 
Peace and Amity betwixt the two Nations, and ro 

reſtraine the miſchievous Attempts and Practices of 

thoſe who arc Enemies to both. That fo through 
Gods bleſſing wee may mutually rejoyce in one ano- 
- | - thers Happineſſe, and yeeld His Majeſty ſuch a faith- 
full ſubjeQion , as may be honourable ro Himſelf, 
comfortable to His People , advantageous to 
the Profeſſors of the Reformed Reli- 
gion in other parts beyond _ . 
the Seas. 


Iohn Browne 
Cler. Parliament... 


